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Stop Street Harassment Happy Hour and Awards Ceremony
June 5, 2013
5:30 p.m.
Opening remarks by Stop Street Harassment Board Members
5:35 p.m. 
The presentation of awards to honor nine individuals and organizations for making Washington, D.C. safer
Safe Public Spaces Champion
Muriel Bowser was first elected Ward 4 councilmember in a special election in 2007 and re-elected in 2008 and 2012. As chair of the Committee on Government Operations, she worked with her colleagues to pass comprehensive ethics reform in the District of Columbia, improved the safety and efficiency of the Metro system, and increased transparency in government contracting. As chair of the Committee on Libraries, Parks and Recreation and the Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs, she championed the causes of increasing the revenue-generating potential of our public spaces, curbed bullying in our schools and recreation centers, and created consumer protections for homeowners facing foreclosure. Besides representing the District on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, Bowser also served as chair of the regional Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ Transportation Planning Board. 
Councilmember Bowser, a native Washingtonian, earned a bachelor of arts in history from Chatham College and a master's degree in Public Policy from American University. She began her service in DC elective office as an advisory neighborhood commissioner for her Riggs Park neighborhood and continues to be an active member of the Lamond Riggs Citizens Association. 

Safe Transit Advocates
Deputy Chief Leslie M. Campbell is a 22-year veteran of the Metro Transit Police Department (MTPD). During his career, Deputy Chief Campbell has served the Metro Transit Police Department as the coordinator for counterterrorism and critical infrastructure development; the mass transit liaison on the FBI National Joint Terrorism Task Force; the Patrol Operations Bureau District One commander; the deputy chief, Administrative Services Bureau; and the deputy chief, Executive Office of the Chief. Presently, Deputy Chief Campbell commands the Homeland Security Investigation and Intelligence Bureau, where he is responsible for the Criminal Investigations Division, the Anti-Terrorism Team, the Digital Evidence Recovery Unit, Critical Infrastructure Security, and MTPD federal and local intelligence assets. He is currently the co-chair of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s Sexual Harassment Education Committee. 
Caroline Lukas is the media relations manager at the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, where she’s worked since February 2012. She is the co-chair of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s Sexual Harassment Education Committee. Prior to joining WMATA, she worked for several years for the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation as the associate producer for both the Washington Bureau and the Parliament Hill Bureau. Before that, she worked as the associate producer of CBC Newsworld for the CBC. She received a master’s degree in journalism from Humber College and a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Guelph. 
Ben Merrion is the literacy outreach specialist for the Adult Literacy Resource Center at the DC Public Library. He has been working in the adult education field in the District since 1997 and has taught at several adult education programs here. He currently refers prospective adult learners to local programs and creates and facilitates professional development workshops for adult educators. As a former board member for DC LEARNs, the District's literacy coalition, he led successful advocacy campaigns to fight cuts to adult literacy programs in 2010 and 2011. As a current board member for Collective Action for Safe Spaces, he helped organize a successful advocacy effort in 2012 to fight public sexual harassment on the Metro system. 
Community Change Agents

Founded in 2009 as Holla Back DC!, Collective Action for Safe Spaces has evolved from a blog to a dynamic organization that mobilizes the community to end public sexual harassment and assault in the DC metropolitan area. It does this through online and offline activism, including workshops, innovative direct services, policy advocacy, and community outreach. Currently volunteer-led and -run, CASS uses the creativity and energy of its volunteers to further its mission and vision.

Defend Yourself works to empower people — especially women and others targeted for abuse and assault — to end violence and create a world where they can be fully themselves. Participants learn skills to help them prevent, heal from, and end violence and abuse. All Defend Yourself instructors have training in self-defense theory and techniques, research on violence, and teaching skills

Safe Public Spaces Trailblazers
Marty Langelan is an internationally recognized expert on harassment, assault and conflict intervention, who has taught more than a quarter of a million people how to stop harassers and assailants. An economist, author, professor and martial artist, she is the past president of the D.C. Rape Crisis Center, and, after a distinguished career in the federal government as a senior economist in the Office of the Secretary at the U.S. Department of Transportation, she was elected to three terms as president of the historic National Woman’s Party (1999-2005). As president of Langelan & Associates, LLC, she provides a full range of research, professional training, and troubleshooting services on harassment, workplace equity, and violence-intervention strategies for corporations, government agencies, law firms, schools and community organizations, across the country and abroad. She is also the author of Back Off: How to Confront and Stop Sexual Harassment and Harassers, and co-author of 50 Ways to Improve Women’s Lives, and an adjunct professor at American University. 
Dienna Howard is a native of western New York and holds a B.A. in theatre from Buffalo State College. When Howard is not taking a stand against street harassment, she spends her free time creating art. Earlier this year, she had artwork featured at March150, a fundraising event held by the Target Gallery in Alexandria, which raises funds for both the gallery and the March of Dimes. Howard's artwork is presently featured in the Visualizing Change, Inspiring Action exhibit at Convergence, which is also located in Alexandria. She is also a volunteer/producer for Arlington Independent Media.

Patrick Ryne McNeil majored in women's and gender studies at George Washington University in Washington, DC, where his M.A. thesis focuses on whether and how gay and bisexual men experience street harassment and how this form of harassment intersects with and diverges from the gender-based street harassment of women. His work has appeared on Huffington Post, Washington Blade, Fem2pt0, Role/Reboot, and Feministe, in addition to the Stop Street Harassment blog. 
7:30 p.m. 
Raffle drawing
About Stop Street Harassment
Stop Street Harassment (SSH) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to documenting and ending gender-based street harassment worldwide through public education efforts and community mobilization programs. 
SSH began as a blog in 2008, and 2,100 stories and articles have been published there. Today, SSH is known for organizing International Anti-Street Harassment Week each spring with 150 groups worldwide and for providing valuable resources on the website. SSH recently launched a Safe Public Spaces Mentoring Program and will conduct a national study on street harassment in the USA. Additionally, founder Holly Kearl regularly gives media interviews and talks and writes articles on the topic. She also authored one of the only books examining the issue. 

SSH’s work is supported by 15 blog correspondents, six social media volunteers, one intern, and nine board members. Learn more about SSH by visiting www.StopStreetHarassment.org. 
